THY WILL BE DONE 


.. conclusion of the series on 
Christian giving 

“Do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is’’ the 
apostle teaches in Eph. 5:77. He does 
not say tommorrow, or next year, or 
anytime in the future, but his words 
emphasise that for the Christian this 
is to be an on-going, day-to-day 
process, now. 


From examples in various parts of 
the New Testement, and from 
statements such as ‘contribute to the 
needs of the saints, practise hospit- 
ality” (Rom. 12:13) and ‘‘do not 
neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God” (Heb. 13:76), it is 
clear that giving for the welfare of 
others — both for their physical and 
spiritual welfare — is part of the 
Christian life. As to when the Christ- 
ian is to give, the Bible offers numer- 
Ous suggestions. 


Prosperity 

If we remember two of the parables 
Jesus told, they point to times of 
prosperity as times for giving. The 
rich man who was well dressed and 
feasted daily certainly had opportu- 
nity to share with the beggar Lazarus, 
but reading between the lines, it 
seems abundantly obvious that he 
did not (Luke 76:79f). The rich farmer 
whose harvests were so spectacular 
that they caused storage problems, 
did not have sharing with others on 
his list of priorities when all he could 
think of was “my crops... my barns... 
my grain and my goods.:. my soul — 
take your ease, eat, drink, be merry” 
(Luke 12: 16f). 


In these parables our Lord was 
describing people, and when we 
think about how they acted, we can 
see how corrupted human nature can 
and does act. “If | start giving away 
some of my wealth to help this or that 
individual, the next thing | know 
there will be dozens of others who 
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will expect gifts from me” the rich 
person may think. And when such 
reasoning shows itself, it is usually 
an explanation of his real intention 
not to share at all. 


Having said that, one must not over- 
look the fact that many wealthy 
people have been generous toward 
others. The people of Capernaum 
were grateful to the centurion who 
built a synagogue for them (Luke 
7:5). And we know that in modern 
times many people of wealth have 
shared their blessings for both the 
physical and spiritual well-being of 
their fellow men. 


Poverty 
Strange as it may seem to us upon 

first reading, the New Testement also 

tells about people who were pre-- 
pared to give in times of poverty. The 

widow who gave her last two copper © 
coins to the temple treasury in 

Jerusalem was highly praised by 

Jesus when He said she had “’put in- 
more than all those who are con- : 
tributing to the treasury” (Mark~ 
12:43). |n connection with the collec- : 
tion for the poor Christians in 
Jerusalem, St. Paul described the 
Macedonians as being in Se | 
poverty, but nonetheless $.the 


was especially grateful for blessings 
received. She had heard St. Paul byy 
the riverside and was impressed, not 
just by the apostle’s eloquence anc: 
by the content of his message, bu” 


God ‘‘opened her heart to give heed 
to what was said by Paul” (Act 76.74), 
and when she was baptized, she 
insisted that St. Paul and his com- 
panions use her house as their base 
of operations inproclaiming the 
Gospel in Philippi. 


Another person who promised to 
share his wealth did so because of 
special gratitude. A virtual outcast 
from his people because of his work, 
Zacchaeus was overjoyed that Jesus 
should come and visit him. There 
and then he made a covenant — to 
give half of his goods to the poor, and 
if he had cheated anyone in his col- 
lection of taxes for the Roman 
government, he would restore these 
amounts fourfold (Luke 79: 7f.). 


It is God’s will that Christians give. It 
is His will that they be willing to give 
at any and all times. He does not 
expect more from an individual than 
that person has been blessed with. 
Hence the descriptions ‘according to 
his ability’ (Acts 77:29) or ‘‘as he may 
prosper” (7Cor. 16:2) or “if the 
readiness is there’ (2 Cor. 8:12). 
What the Christian needs to pray for 
in this matter is that his/her will is in 
harmony with that of the gracious 
God who so freely gave His son into 
death for our forgiveness and eternal 
happiness, and continues to give us 
blessing upon blessing daily. 


“Thy will be done — part of the most 
excellent Prayer, and an excellent 
prayer for each day! 


SYNOD 1985 


Bylaw Change: Board for Lutheran 
Agencies 


A board for Lutheran Agencies shall 
have the promotional agencies of the 
Church, such as Concordia Publishing 
House Ltd. and whatever other agencies 
the Church may entrust to it. 


The Board for Lutheran Agencies shall 
consist of three laypersons and one 
minister. 


The Executive Council shall be represen- 
ted on the Board by the Chairman or 
Vice-Chairman, and one other member 
of the Council whom the Chairman 
nominates, both attending whenever 
possible in an advisory capacity. 


Other Resolutions adopted 


1. Gratitude to the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod: 


‘“‘as we gather for this 31st Annual 
Synod of the ELCE under the theme 
‘Given and Shed for You’, we extend 
our sincere gratitude to our partners 
in the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod for the continued support and 
encouragement they have extended 
to us; and that we give thanks to God 


for the partnership which grows out 
of our common fellowship of Word 
Sacrament.” 


2. The Charlotte Lawton Mermorial 
Fund 


“that the fund (set up in 1984 by the 
Lutheran Women’s League for the 
purpose of helping the youth of the 
ELCE) be acknowledged, supported 
and promoted by the ELCE, thereby 
giving it wider publicity and more 
readily keeping the interest alive 
among congregations and_individ- 
uals.” 
Elections 
Executive Council 
Treasurer: Mr. 
Pastoral Councillor: 
Schoenrock, 3 years. 


Pa Kerley. 3. years 
The Revd. H. 


Board for Lutheran Agencies 

Mr. A. W. Jeynes’ Mr. E. Hinkley 
Mr. G. Newman The Revd. R. Fry 
Overseas Missions Board 

Mr. H. Opitz, 3 years 

The Revd. G. Zweck, 3 years 

Board of Youth 

Mr. D. Leed, 3 years 

Mr. N. Lockwood, 3 years 


Church Extension Fund Committee 
M A. Spiers, 3 years 


Master Plan Committee 
Mr. D. Mould, 3 years 


Worship Committee 
Mrs. Linda Sayles, 3 years 


Nominations Committee 
Mr. R. Bryant, 3 years 


Commission on Theological and Social 
Concerns 

Mr. R. Burrell, 1 year 

Mr. E. Hinkley, 2 years 

The Revd. H. Schoenrock, 1 year 

The Revd. R. Quirk, 2 years 


Dual Role of ELCE Chairman 

Christ Church of Petts Wood, whose 
pastor, The Revd. A. E. Rakow, has 
served as ELCE Chairman the past two 
years, explained that it is a concern of 
members when their pastor is not always 
available. Their representative said: 
“We want a pastor all the time. What 
does the Church feel about this? What 
do you want from the Chairman? Let 
the whole Church speak.”’ Pastor 
Rakow said he would do his best in the 
two jobs, but felt weaknesses and 
shortcomings in both roles. 


Several speakers said or implied that 
the ELCE Chairman should not be 
serving as pastor of a congregation. 
One said we need to reconsider the ‘‘in- 
for-life”’ position of the Chairman, and 
that the office should be held in suc- 
cession by capable pastors. Another 
warned against continuing to invest too 
much in the personality of individual 
persons, that the role of leadership has, 
in recent years, spread to several senior 
pastors, and that we should creatively 
develop what has been thrust upon us. 
‘“‘No committee can solve this problem. 
We need to define the duties of the 
Chairman, and then work according to 
those definitions”’ was the summary of 
another delegate. 


Women’s Sufferage in the Church 

The Barnes Pastoral Conference recom- 
mended to Synod _ the following 
resolution: 
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“Subject to the principles and pro- 
cedures in the document “Theses on 
Principles and Procedures Relating to 
Women’s Suffrage in the Church,’ 
Synod welcome women voting members 
to serve as members of any congre- 
gational committee, other than the 
board of elders; to serve as delegates to 
the annual Synod and Budget confer- 
ence; to serve on any Synodical com- 
mittee, other than Executive Council, 
the Colloquy Committee and_ the 
Commission on Theological and Social 
Concerns; to serve as chairman of any 
Synodical committee other than the 
Executive Council, the Colloquy 
Committee and the Commission on 
Theological and Social Concerns; and to 
be elected to the office of congre- 
gational treasurer and congregational 
secretary. 


A considerable time for discussion of 
this resolution was allowed, and when 
the delegates from one congregation 
asked that no decision be taken in the 
brief time remaining in the session, this 
was agreed by the Synod. Due to the 
pressure of other business, no further 
time was available in the following 
sessions, with the result that this resol- — 
ution will be on the agenda of the 1986 ~ 
Synod. 


Master Plan Report and Discussion 
The year has seen emphasis on the 
continuing of earlier Dialogue Evange- 
lism. The Master Plan Conference in 
April at Holy Cross, Sheffield, drew 
more tham 70 members of the ELCE to 
consider Evangelism and Growth. Parish 
Statistics for the year showed a small 
decline in communicant membership, 
according to Mr. D. Lee, Chairman of 
the Committee. 


Invited to speak about the ELCE 
financial position, Treasurer Peter 
Kerley called attention to deficits that 
face the Church. He mentioned talks 
Preceptor Feuerhahn had with Dr. 
Ralph Bohlmann, President of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, in 
which the latter encouraged the ELCE 
to share its problems and its visions for 
new work with the LC-MS. 
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Mr. Kerley also presented five points, to 
invite the Executive Council, in con- 
junction with the Master Plan Commit- 
tee, to consider a programme. 


1. encouraging all congregations to 
start Dialogue Evangelism; 


2. calling on all congregations to 
reconsider their subsidy requests and 
home mission estimates for 1986 to 
1989; 


3. returning to the situation of having a 
full-time Chairman (missionary-at- 
large); 


4. fixing a target of six new missions by 
2,000 A.D. (one every two years 
from 1988 onwards); 


5. inviting the LC-MS to share re- 
sources (manpower and money) with 
us to facilitate this further expansion. 


In discussion that followed, it was 
agreed that the Executive Council and 
the Master Plan Committee Should 
proceed as outlined by Mr. Kerley. 


Chairman’s Report 

About Pastors and Calls, The Revd. 
A. E. Rakow said that Pastor R. Quirk 
had accepted the Call to St. Peters, 
Plymouth, and was inducted 1 Sept- 
ember, to end the vacancy of one whole 
year. St. Pauls and Luther-Tyndale 
decided to de-twin, and Luther-Tyndale 
issued a Call for a Ministerial Candidate 
through the Executive Council, who 
assigned the Call to Graham Jenks, who 
would be inducted the day following 
Synod. Pastor Roland Fry had accepted 
the Call to St. Pauls,and would be 
inducted September 28th. 


The two ELCE Ministerial Candidates, 
Graham Jenks and Paul Fry, appeared 
before the Church Examination Board 
on June 29th. The Executive Council 
had accepted the Board’s recommen- 
dation, approving Mr. Jenks for 
ordination at Synod, but asking Paul Fry 
to take another year of In-Service 
Training, after which he is to meet the 
Examination Board again. In the matter 
of Candidates, it was agreed in the 


Council that in the future they would be 
known as “Curate” and be addressed by 
that term or “‘Mister”’. 


During the past year the scale of two 
properties, at Weybridge and at 
Wallington, had been completed. Plans 
are in hand to erect a double premise on 
Westfield House property, for 
Concordia Publishing House Ltd. and 
for the Valparaiso University extension 
programme. The intention is to build 
during 1986. The renovation and 
expansion of Westfield House is also to 
be carried out during 1986, made 
possible by a grant from LC-MS For- 
ward in Remembrance Funds. 


Luther League Report 


For the first time in the history of the 
ELCE, the report for the Luther League 
of Great Britain was given by the 
chairman of that group, Mr. Timothy 
Rakow. In Previous years their work 
and activities were included in the 
Youth Board reports. 


Having referred to the annual conven- 
tion and twice-yearly rallies, as well as 
the return of the Young Lutheran, the 
LLGB Newsletter, Mr. Rakow issued 
the following plea. 


“In conclusion we ask you, the leaders 
in the Church, to pray for the youth, and 
in all things to consider the Church’s 
youth. Consider how the youth of the 
Church may be helped and encouraged, 
and I ask you carefully examine the 
effectiveness of your ministry to youth. 
Consider also how young people can be 
involved in the Church’s work, remem- 
bering that a young Christian has the 
potential for giving nearly his entire 
lifetime for Christ’s work. This is 
certainly a precious asset, and one to be 
encouraged and used. Please encourage 
the youth in your congregations to take 
advantage of the events organised by the 
Luther League, regardless of whether 
your congregation has one young person 
or twenty, and irrespective of whether 
there is a youth club. We are sure that 
your youth have much to contibute and 
much to gain from an organisation such: 
as the Luther League of Great Britain.” 
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“GIVEN AND 
Sy 
The Altar and Pulpit 


Throughout the designs, the stars are the r: 
rest of His creation. The cross shows the way 
Lord Jesus Christ. The semi-circular motif ref 
windows throughout the building. 

The altar parament is central to our foc! 
Communion is administered. 

The banners on the side walls of the chan¢ 
services of Synod but not to detract attention 
recalls the church’s practice of expressing C’ 
panels of the left banner depict the themes 
themes of the evening services. 

TOUTO EOT LV is the Greek form of t! 
our Lord’s body and blood in the Sacramer 

The thorn-crowned cross symbolises the su 
which come to us in the Sacrament. 

Cup and bread are the elements with whie 
Sacrament. 

The benefit of life everlasting (beyond sun, 
forgiveness — and “where there is forgiver 
Catechism). 


Designs by: Ann Williams 


Paraments made by: Sue Feaster 


romises and covenant of God with us and the 
od fulfilled His promises and covenant by our 
already present in the Baptismal Font and the 
1e table from which the Sacrament of Holy 
to call attention to the themes of the worship 
ity of the cross and altar. Their window shape 
d stories through stained-glass windows. The 
norship services; the right banner shows the 
t, “This is,” assuring us of the Real Presence of 
Christ has given and shed His body and blood 
lly bestows His body and blood for you in the 


comes through the Sacrament because it is for 
e is also life and salvation” (Luther’s Small 


Banners constructed by: Ann Williams 


Brian Williams 
Kurt Van Fossan 
Doug Whittall 
Sue Feaster 


Essay and Sermons 

Central to the two days of Synod was the 
theme developed in the ESSAY by 
Precepter Ronald Feuerhahn of 
Westfield House, Cambridge, “GIVEN 
AND SHED FOR YOU”. In the Essay 
he emphasised that the Lord’s Supper is 
God’s work, and that we, the believing 
Christians, are the recipients of His 
gifts, the forgiveness of sins, life and 
salvation in this Sacrament. He also 
explained the close relationship be- 
tween Communion fellowship and the 
nature of the Church itself and what is 
essential to the unity of the Church. 

In the Services at Synod, pastors 
H. Schoenrock, J. Fraser, R. Fry and A. 
E. Rakow preached sermons on the 
themes “This Is’’, “Given and Shed”, 
“For You”, and ‘‘For Forgiveness”. 


**AS I SAW IT”? by Barbara Roden 


“J had been invited to take part in 
the Discipling Woman .to Woman 
programme of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League, the Missouri 
Synod’s equivalent of our Lutheran 
Women’s League of Great Britain. 
After several months of planning and 
preparation, Hildegarde Brammeier 
and I set out for St. Louis on June 13th, 
where we were warmly welcomed by 
members of the DWW Committee of 
the LWML. The next four days we 
visited Lutheran places in and around 
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St. Louis, such as Concordia Seminary, 
Concordia Historical Institute, Radio 
Station KFUO and Concordia Pub- 
lishing House. The main emphasis 
during this time was overall preparation 
for the weeks ahead, in other words, 
orientation. 


“The DWW programme was well 
planned. In addition to the Committee, 
co-ordinators from the Districts we were 
to visit were present to meet us and to 
take us from St. Louis to our desti- 
nations. We included two fellow- 
Lutherans from Nigeria, Martha 
Udoma and Nkoyo Utuk, Hildegarde 
and myself. After the days in St. Louis, 
we separated to go to various parts of 
the U.S. I went to Minnesota, and upon 
arrival was taken to a retreat where 230 
people were present. It was afternoon, 
and my hostess suggested we look in to 
see what was happening. Imagine how I 
felt when we came in and the person in 
charge stopped activities to say that ‘our 
visitor from England has arrived.’ My 
legs almost buckled up when I asked to 
go on the stage to say a few words about 
myself. 


‘Next day I had the privilege to speak to 
this retreat, to tell about the ELCE and 
its work. From then on there were 
different groups to speak to almost 
every day for four weeks, in Minnesota 
and Washington state. I did a lot of 
listening too, and learned a great deal 
from the Lutheran sisters in the LWML. 


‘What surprised me in Minnesota was 
that almost everyone I met, even when 
shopping or sight-seeing, was Lutheran 
— quite different from Plymouth! I even 
had the privilege to attend a congre- 
gation’s 100th anniversary. 


“Washington is not Lutheran like 
Minnesota, but is more of a mission 
area. 


“Attending Services on Sundays was 
very different from the ELCE. For one 
thing, the attendances were so much 
larger in America, and the other is the 
new Hymnal that many congregations 
are using, with the new Orders of 
Service and hymns. 


“On the appointed day, July 20th, we 
arrived in Ames, Iowa, for the Conven- 
tion of the LWML. To be among 8,000 
women meeting under the theme ‘Give 
God Glory — Praise His Name’ was a 
thrilling experience. 46 pastors distrib- 
uted the Lord’s Supper in a matter of 45 
minutes. Without question the Opening 
Service of the Convention was the high- 


‘Participating in the programme taught 
me that I need to be more open and 
outgoing. It also showed me the warmth 
and love of my fellow-Lutherans in 
America, many of whom opened their 
homes to me, and rather than giving the 
slightest hint that they were doing me a 
favour, they made it clear that they 
considered my visiting them as an 


honour. I thank God for the DWW 
programme!” 


light of the DWW programme. 


CHARLOTTE LAWTON MEMORIAL FUND 
FOR YOUTH 


When our beloved Charlotte Lawton was taken from us to her eternal Father’s 
home, the ladies felt that they wanted to keep her memory alive somehow. 
They agreed to set up a fund to support youth work in the ELCE. 


Charlotte had worked in so many ways for God’s Church here on earth and yet 
— most of us who had the privilege of knowing her will remember her as 
‘Auntie Charlotte’, the one who cared passionately for our young ones. The 
fund was in the first year supported by the ladies of all congregations. 


In order to reach out further, the Lutheran Women’s League of Great Britain 
submitted a motion to this year’s Synod to turn over the fund to the ELCE. 
Delegates to Synod decided the administration should be left with the ladies, 
but agreed that the fund be acknowledged, supported and promoted in the 
ELCE, thereby giving it wider publicity, according to Mrs. Marie Crede, 
Secretary of the LWLGB. 


The British Lutheran encourages support for this fund so that as in 1985, when 
the Youth Camps were given financial encouragement, so this might continue 
in future years. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss M. Immig, from Mr. & 


Mrs. A. R. Flemming and Mr. & Mrs. E. Smith, to the Church Extension 
Fund £20. 


TWENTY YEARS AGO (Sept.—Dec. 1965) 


The September British Lutheran featured “The 1965 Twins”, giving a sketch of 
Liverpool and Coventry, where new missions were just beginning under the 
leadership of newly-ordained Jonathan Cremer and Pastor Roger Winger. . . 
Concordia House, Golden Lane, dedicated in a special Service on Sunday afternoon, 
10 October, with 100 present. The Service was conducted by The Revd. W. P. Borgas, 
Chairman of the ELCE Board for Lutheran Agencies, while the Act of Dedication was 
led by Dr. E. Geo. Pearce... The Lutheran Women’s League, at its sixth Convention in 
November at Tottenham, chose from two entries the hymn still in use today, “Lutheran 
Women of Great Britain”. . . 35 attended the first Sunday School on December 5th in 
the temporary hall in Eastern Green Road, Coventry. 


TEN YEARS AGO (Sept.—Dec. 1975) 


Following the resolution passed at the 1974 Synod “welcoming women voting 
members to serve on synodical committees,” four women were elected to committees 
and boards of the Church at the 1975 Synod: Miss Marie Lawton, Board for Overseas 
Missions; Miss Linda Flemming, Board for Youth; Mrs. Jessie Taylor, Church 
Extension Fund Committee; and Mrs. G. Maguire, Committee on Worship. .. High point 
of the Synod held at St. Timothys in Sunderland was the ordination of two ELCE men, 
David Borgas and Karl Fry. . . Resurrection congregation holds ceremony to lay 
“Allhallows Commemorative Stone” in wall of newchurch. .. firstadult class confirmed 
at new Fareham mission. .. members of St. Pauls in Borehamwood agree that Pastor 
Brammeier service Luther-Tyndale in Kentish Town as well as their congregation. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
1st February to 30th September 1985 


1985 
Congregation Loans Donations Totals Target 
Kentish Town £ 342 £1,255 £1,597 £2,000 
Tottenham 399 21 420 650 
Ruislip 277 136 413 2,800 
Sunderland 475 12 487 700 
Petts Wood 990 31 1,021 2,000 
Borehamwood 157 2 159 500 
Cardiff 355 _ 355 700 
Cambridge 723 13 736 1,700 
Harlow 291 — 291 1,400 
Plymouth 445 80 525 750 
East Kilbride 66 _— 66 300 
Coventry 40 _ 40 150 
Sheffield 404 — 404 750 
Liverpool 357 17 374 750 
Sunbury 230 37 267 1,000 
Fareham 360 9 369 1,200 
Polish 94 _ 94 os 
Others 690 10 700 oo 
Totals: £6,695 £1,623 £8,319 £17,600 
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God Keeps His 
Promises 


Psalm 89:3.5: “7 have made a covenant with 
My chosen, I have sworn unto David, My 
servant, Thy seed will I establish forever and 
build up thy throne to all generations. And the 
heavens shall praise Thy wonders, O Lord.” 


O: the first Christmas, God kept His 
promise. It was a promise first given in 
the Garden of Eden, repeated with ever 
greater emphasis to the patriarchs, voiced 
with increasing clarity through the Prophets. 
This was the promise of the coming Savior, 
the incarnation of God’s Son to redeem 
mankind from sin. 

To David, too, mighty hero of faith and 
chosen servant of God, this promise was 
conveyed. As the Psalmist here records it, 
God’s promise took this form: “Thy seed will 
I establish forever and build up thy throne to 
all generations.” David’s seed was the 
Messiah, born of ‘the house and lineage of 
David.” We hail “the Lord Anointed, great 
David’s greater Son.”’ 

Through Him David’s family would be 
established forever. Not through a physical 
descent, to be sure, but through a spiritual 
lineage. As Christians, we in spirit belong to 
David’s family. We are members of the royal 
household, and Prince Messiah is our elder 
Brother. His throne endures forever. 

This, then, is the message of Christmas: 
The Lord Jesus Christ, Son of David and Son 
of God, has come to earth in fulfillment of the 
ancient prophecy. He is the Prince of Peace, 
whose gracious rule extends over all the sons 
of men, as they come to lay their tribute at His 
feet. 

This is a great and mighty wonder, indeed. 
It is a wonder that evokes even the adoration 
of the heavens. “The heavens shall praise Thy 
wonders, O Lord,” the Psalmist exclaims. 

On the blest Christmas night this promise 
was fulfilled. Thevault of heaven opened, and 
the skies were ablaze with light, and the angel 
choir chanted the glad refrain “‘Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men.” 

Thus God kept His promise to David. Thus 
God keeps His promise to us. We see the 
heavens open. We hear the angels’ song. We 
welcome the royal Infant and kneel at His 
manger throne. 

December 20, 1955 


Lutheran Witness THOMAS COATES 


What’s the 
Answer? 


Question: Is it necessary to stifle and 
suffocate our natural intelligence in order-to 
accept all the passages of the Bible in their 
entirety? 


Answer: Not at all. You need your intelli- 
gence to grasp the meaning of God’s revela- 
tion in the Bible and to grow in the knowledge 
and understanding of it (2 Peter 3:18), even as 
Jesus also grew in wisdom and stature 
(Luke 2:52). 

But God does not want us to sit in judge- 
ment of His Word and to try to make it mean 
what we wish it to mean. In the Bible, God is 
telling us, and it is for us to hear, believe, and 
do, whether we are able to grasp the Word 
or not. 

Man by nature is blind and ignorant in 
matters of religion. He knows neither the true 
God nor the road that leads to Him. That is 
why there are so many religions in the world. 
God lives in a light which for men is un- 
approachable, / Tim. 6:16. Whatever truth, 
therefore, man is able to learn and know 
about God and divine things must come to 
him by revelation from the divine Author of 
the Bible. 

God does not ask us to understand but to 
believe (Mark 16:15,16: John 3:16, 20:29). 
His Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our path (Ps. 119:105; 2 Pet. 1:19),-and 
we should bring every thought into captivity 
to the Word (2 Cor. 10:5). To try to sit in 
judgement on the Word is not only folly, but 
may prove disastrous. Like Samuel, we 
should say: “Speak, Lord, Thy servant 
heareth” (7 Sam. 3:10). 

Read prayerfully 7 Cor. 2:1-16. 


December 31, 1957 
O. E. Sohn, in Lutheran Witness 
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